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Ganesh

India is home of a religion called Hinduism. Hinduism has many gods. It has

Brahma, the god of creation. It has Shiva, the god of destruction. It has Vishnu, the

god of preservation. It has Parvati, the goddess of fertility. The list goes on and on.

Of all the deities, however, there is one that really stands out. This particular god,

named Ganesh, has the body of a chubby boy and the head of a baby elephant.

Ganesh is the god of knowledge. It is also the remover of obstacles.

People in India love Ganesh. But they cannot seem to agree on how Ganesh got its

elephant head. Among the various versions, here is a popular one.

Back in the early times, Shiva and Parvati were husband and wife. They adored each other. But Shiva often had to

travel to places faraway. He was not always at home to accompany Parvati. One day while he was away again,

Parvati wanted to take a bath in her private chamber. To be sure that nobody disturbed her, she used sandalwood

paste and molded a little boy. Once that was done, she breathed into it. Suddenly, the little boy sprang forth and

came alive!

The little boy said, "Dear mother, what can I do for you?"

Parvati replied, "My dear son, please stand in front of the palace door and allow no one to pass, so I can take a

relaxing bath." With that said, Parvati returned to her private chamber and closed the door.

The little boy took his duty seriously. He marched back and forth in front of the palace.

For a while, nothing was happening. There was no visitor. There was no intruder. Even so, the little boy never let

his guard down. Then, all of a sudden, he saw a man approaching the palace. He stood firm and blocked the man's

path. The man was furious. He wanted to get into the palace. But the little boy would have none of it. He

remembered his mother's words well. He would allow no one to disturb Parvati.

The little boy did not know that this man was no ordinary man. This man was Shiva, his father.

Shiva was very mad! He did not know why this little boy refused to let him go back to his own home! The two

fought. In a fit of rage, Shiva slashed the little boy's head by accident.

Parvati heard the commotion outside of the palace. She came out to inspect. When she saw the little boy lying on

the ground dead, she was very angry! She told Shiva that she made this little boy and that this little boy was their

son!
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Shiva was shocked! He had no idea! To calm his beloved wife, he promised Parvati that he would find a new head

for the little boy. Then he left.

As Shiva sought a suitable head for his son, he came across a baby elephant. He thought the baby elephant's head

would be perfect for his son, so he brought it back and put it on the little boy's body. Then, a miracle happened.

The little boy slowly came back to life. Parvati was very happy. She forgave Shiva.

Later as the family celebrated the reunion, Brahma dropped by for a visit. He wanted to send a deity to look after

people and take care of their problems. The best candidate, Brahma figured, would be one of Shiva and Pravati's

two sons, Kartikeya and the little boy. Shiva and Parvati agreed, but they did not know which son to send. So they

decided to hold a contest.

They summoned their sons forward. They told them that whoever finished circling around the entire universe first

would win the contest. Kartikeya was very confident. He was not only stronger, but also had a speedy peacock as

his transport. How could he lose?

As Kartikeya stood ready for the race, he saw his younger brother approaching the starting line. To his

amazement, his brother was riding a little mouse! Kartikeya broke out laughing. He was certain that the victory

belonged to him.

At the sound of the signal, Kartikeya took off with his speedy peacock. The little boy, however, did not seem to be

in a hurry. Before hopping on the little mouse, he bowed to everyone present. He then slowly circled around his

parents, and calmly announced, "I am back."

Shiva and Parvati were shocked. They asked, "Son, what do you think you are doing?"

The little boy replied, "My dear parents, you are everything to me. You have given me life, just as the sun and the

earth give energy to all the living things. I love and respect you as much as I love and respect the universe. When I

circle around you, I circle around the entire universe."

All the gods present were impressed by the little boy's wisdom. They agreed that he was the perfect candidate for

the job! Brahma called the little boy forward. He said, "You show intelligence, clarity, loyalty, and insight. We

hereby give you the name Ganesh. From now on, your job is to help people on Earth whenever they are in trouble

or in need."

Ganesh, thus, became the god of knowledge and the remover of obstacles. He has since become one of the most

popular Hindu deities.
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Ganesh

Questions

1. Ganesh is the god of which religion?

A. Christianity
B. Buddhism
C. Islam
D. Hinduism

2. Who created Ganesh?

A. Vishnu
B. Brahma
C. Shiva
D. Parvati

3. Why did Ganesh refuse to let Shiva enter the palace?

A. Because Shiva refused to bribe him
B. Because he did not like Shiva
C. Because he did not want anyone to disturb his mother
D. Because Shiva did not have a proper identification

4. How did Kartikeya travel around the universe?

A. By riding an eagle
B. By riding a peacock
C. By riding a tiger
D. By riding a turtle

5. How did Ganesh travel around the universe?

A. By riding a mouse
B. By riding a rabbit
C. By riding an elephant
D. By riding a horse

6. Ganesh is the Hindu god of knowledge and remover of obstacles.

A. True
B. False

7. What animal's head did Shiva put on his son's body?

A. A wolf
B. A monkey
C. An elephant
D. A tiger

8. Why did Kartikeya lose the contest?

A. Because he did not have a ride
B. Because he never showed up for the race
C. Because he was caught cheating
D. Because he was not as smart as Ganesh
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Suppose you were Kartikeya. You finally finished circling around the universe. Describe your feeling when you

were told that Ganesh had already won.

Don't stop writing. Use a blank piece of paper to continue.
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